Meet Kurt e e eyt e

February 23, 1837
Dear Aunt Julig ruary
Kurt Hoffman* has just moved to Minnesota from the Winter is P

out west. How 1 long for o warm spring day/
: ing at Fort Snelling. He Vi S e s ;
ast. Heisa y » soldier serving at Fort b.m. = . e e g
Ms.lt' “:I 1:1; y‘:::Irlalik.luli;i back in Pennsylvania to tell her m é:;mg P i o e
writes to his / zr. -
F his new life... ket
about . ! [ arm
*Kurt is a fictional character but his story is based on rea ntho

I've met q
historical facts.

Julia, N by
?ﬁi;ﬁmhm Tuesday. The fort uw work in Fort Snelling's

April 18, 1852
i : They Dear Aunt Julig,
he Indian women- h and pick wild berriex sugar. In the 1 50 much want 1o haye afarm of my own. Since the p.
are'l ame, fis and maple h . : 4
They hunt wild g make maple syrup umpkins and 5‘1‘;{”_ in was signed with the Indians 1o ailoy the setilers 10 move wesy,
le trees 10 n plant corts PUCPC *of the lakes I've been even more eqger. The job at the mill has been good
tap MapL "o ibwe wome hallow sho 2 3 ’
spring, the ijﬂd rice from the s There but it's not the same a5 owning your own land and being
They harvest ch peach pies independent.
the morth. 100 - wonderful fresh pe Ve hear the grass can be eight fee all on the prairie Sog.
1 miss you 1 “b“'hes out west! Your loving nephew, busting will be hard, bu I plan to buy one of those ney steel
are no fresh peac ws invented by the man in Lllinois— John Deere, They say
it makes Plowing a lot easier and faster than it was when we
worked with the wooden Plows. I'm glad | haye Jour strong
3 children to help with the work.
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The Hoffmans Get A Farm!

In our last issue, we met Kurt Hoffman. He had worked at Fort Snelling and at the St. Anthony
Falls grist mill and was hoping to move to a farm at the end of his last letter

to Aunt Julia. (The Hoffman family settles in the southern part

of the state. Land is fertile and produces good crops.)
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The Hoffmans

Amanda, daughter of Karl, granddaughter of John and great granddaughter of

Ifurt, continues correspondence with the Hoffman family in Philadelphia.
She and her husband Kermit Keister are helping manage the Hoffman farm.

November 10, 1950

e nderful had whil ere
m still thinking about the wonderfu visit we while you w
J{t:re last spring. %’he week after you left, our 400 White Rock
chicks arrived. I was busy getting the brooder house ready for
them. The chickens are my responsibility. Some days I get 38 cents
for a dozen eggs and some days I get 55 cents. It’s a Sluctuating
market!
Son Ted and his family are now living in the house across the road
m us. He is a veterinarian. It's handy to have him here 1o
vaccinate our 110 pigs and care for the other animals, too.
We bought a four-row corn planter this year. We planted DeKalb
#239 and #404A—two corn varieties we've had good luck with in
the A bad storm flattened some of the corn this fall so we
couldn’t use the corn picker. It took many days to hand pick, even
with the help of our grandchildren and many ‘of their friends.
We'll be having Thanksgiving dinner here this year. Have a Happy

Holiday. Lovingly, L
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Love,

*Mﬁ\da_

Dear family,
We are p a Hoffman family reunion
for the 4th of July. We hope you will be able
to join the fun! You can camp down by the
creek on the old home place if you like and
stay several days!
We'll tell stories of our great-grandparents
and their 180-acre homestead here in
gouthern Minnesota. You'll have a chance
to see:
e the remodeled homestead farm house
e the first steel plow Kurt Hoffman owned
e Penelope’s log cabin quilt
® the old threshing machine
We'll show pictures from the old days:
e before electricity

Hoffman Family Reunion July 4, 1991

e the drought years
e before indoor plumbing

e when corn grew “knee high by the 4th
of July”

We'll have pony rides and rides in an air-
conditioned combine, 1500 pigs to see, week-
old piglets in the farrowing house to hold,
fields, corn “chest high by the 4th of
July,” fried chicken and all the trimmings,
fireworks in the south forty.
Please come. Along with the rest of the
nation, we will be celebrating with Tom, back
from service in Saudi Arabia. We want to
hear about your family and your life in
Philadelphia. Bring your old photo albums
and your new video camera. It will be &
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The Hoftmans:

Next Generations.

November 27, 1885

Dear Aunt Julia,
w His health is not good

He had a

!I‘l our |a_ ] g
' | I(‘ hu] ! 0 an was “rﬂ]n l" h]g
3

Aunt Julia i
s n Philadelphi :
by Kurt’s son, Joh:dl'lph'a‘ This first letter is writt
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did. There was & lot of wheal going 10
the price of whea! has been down Stem

the good crops it OnCe
ining a lot of wheat. Adam 1 hoping

market for @ few years 30
rust disease has also been

Pa has asked me 10 write 10 YO
bad summer with breathing problems and chest pauns. t has kept _ !
him from doing what he loves best— helping with harvesting the flax will be @ petter crop for him-
fall crops. Sister Laura went 1o Normal School in Mankato and learned 1o be
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Ben and daughter K ristine all help with the many chores. e next to our fartt She had 10 SIOP reaching when she ma
would have 10 hire help if we didn't have our children. This spring Charles. Women can't teach if they are marri helps Charles
we had 21 little PigS We have a few cOWs 10 milk and some in his creamery now:
chickens that lay eggs and give us @ chicken dinner now and then. We had a sad day last August when one of our work horses, or
This fall we harvested corth wheat and barley. Gray, died of the heaves. He was such a good horse. [ miss him.
My brother Adam went 0ul west in 1875. He worked on the big Now | must find another horse 10 buy. We 'll need it when we siart
bonanza farms in northwestern Minnesold, then bought land in the cleaning the barts and hauling manure 10 the fields before
Red River Valley. Wheal farming has not rned out 10 be very planmng:
profitable for him. The soil has been over-used and doesn't prgduce We hope vou and your family ar€ well. Pa and Ma send their love.
Love to all
— (Karl, 5, 7
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